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SAFARI ~ ITINERARY 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B=Breakfast, Lunch=Lunch, D=Dinner 
All times are estimated and are subject to slight variations. 
 
This unique, active safari has been a great choice for combining incredible wildlife viewing and African cross-cultural 
experiences. You will enjoy a combination of fine lodges and private, catered bush camping in remote areas. You will 
meet some of the most interesting tribes in East Africa, encounter great herds of wildlife on foot and from a spacious, 
comfortable,  4 x 4 safari vehicles. Throughout, you will benefit from a guide who is both an expert naturalist, as well as 
a friend of the people in the communities you will visit. Rather than spending time in cities or resort areas, you will be 
exploring areas with few other tourists, but lots of opportunities to enjoy the wonderful people and wildlife of Kenya. 
Expect an inside view of the great Masai Mara (One of the seventh wonder of the modern world as depicted by ABC, 
USA) animal migration. If you make only one African safari, this is a great choice. 
 
 
Day 1:  NAIROBI  
You will be met at the airport and transferred to the city hotel for overnight. (BB)  
 
Day 2:  NAIROBI 
On this day, you will have a full day in Nairobi. While in Nairobi, you will have a car at your disposal and you will be 
able to visit the giraffe center, animal orphanage and the Daphne Sheldrick. Overnight at the city hotel. (BB) 
 
Day 3 – 5:  SAMBURU AND BUFFALO SPRINGS GAME RESERVE 
This morning, you will drive north via the western side of Mt. Kenya through the frontier town of Isiolo to the double 
reserves of Buffalo Springs and Samburu. During our stay in this area, we have game drives in the Buffalo Springs and 
Samburu Reserves. (3B, 3L, 3D) 
 
SAMBURU GAME RESERVE. 
Samburu National Reserve lies 325 km north of Nairobi in the hot and arid fringes of the vast northern region of Kenya. 
The Reserve is within the lands of the colourful Samburu people, close relatives of the Maasai, and harbours a number 
of wildlife species rarely found elsewhere in any numbers. These include Grevy's zebra, the reticulated giraffe and the 
Beisa oryx all species found only north of the equator. The long-necked gerenuk is a graceful antelope which spends 
much of its time in a bi-pedal stance seeking succulence among the withered scrub which dots this harsh terrain. 
Scenically and faunally dramatic, for most of the year Samburu is sere under the unsympathetic equatorial sun. But 
relief comes from the wide swathe of the Ewaso Ngiro River which rises some hundreds of kilometres to the west on the 
foothills of the Aberdares and which vanishes beyond Samburu in the recesses of the Lorian swamp. The river is at its 
best in the Reserve, broad and sluggish with a large population of crocodile seen on sandbanks at almost every bend. In 
the lower reaches, where permanent pools have formed as a tributary joins the river, are hippo. The river is fringed with 
giant acacias, figs and doum palms all of which provide shade and sustenance to the wildlife, which comes to water. 
Elephant roam the gaunt hills, which punctuate the scrubland and where occasional clusters of the vividly coloured 
desert rose challenge the arid surroundings. These elephant seek solace and contentment in the shallow waters of the 
river and from time to time a visitor finds herds bathing and drinking in a spectacle of unconscious pleasure. 
 
BUFFALO SPRINGS NATIONAL RESERVE . 
Buffalo Springs National Reserve is separated from the Samburu Reserve by the river; less hilly and less dense than its 
neighbor it is equally as attractive. The Reserve takes its name from an oasis of limpid crystal clear water at the western 
end of the sanctuary. In addition to the wildlife found in Samburu the common zebra is also an attraction often marching 
with its cousin the Grevy, although they do not interbreed. An unexplained phenomenon is why the common zebra is not 
found on the north side of the river. Bird life, too, is prolific with the Somali ostrich dominating the plains. Larger than 
its southern relative the Maasai ostrich it is more easily distinguished by its indigo legs and neck. Next in size is the kori 
bustard that stands a meter high. His behavior is unpredictable, at times running or crouching at the first sign of danger 
and at others completely fearless of humans. The male has a remarkable display inflating his neck and neck feathers 
until the head seems to disappear then raising his tail until it lies along his back 
 



 

Day 6:  SWEETWATERS 
After breakfast we will retrace our way and head to the Sweetwaters Tented Camp. While in Sweetwaters, you will visit 
the chimpazees sanctuary and also go for a night game drive (extra). Overnight and meals at the Sweetwaters Serena 
Tented Camp. (1B, 1L, 1D) 
 
 
Days 7-8: LAKE NAKURU  
Drive to the Rift Valley and proceed to the famous Lake Nakuru. You may hear the sound of tens of thousands of 
flamingoes flying overhead at night. Besides the hundreds of thousands of flamingos, Lake Nakuru is a rhino sanctuary 
with a great success story in the breeding of rhinos. The two types of rhinos, black and white are both found in this park. 
You will also search for colobus monkeys, leopard, lion, elephant, Masai giraffe and many other species of birds and 
animals. (2B, 2L, 2D) 
 
LAKE NAKURU. 
Lake Nakuru is a very shallow strongly alkaline lake 62 km2 in extent. It is set in a picturesque landscape of 
surrounding woodland and grassland next to Nakuru town. The landscape includes areas of marsh and grasslands 
alternating with rocky cliffs and outcrops, stretches of acacia woodland and rocky hillsides covered with a Euphorbia 
forest on the eastern perimeter. 
Menengai crater to the north, the bahati hills to the northeast bound the lake catchment, the lion hill ranges to the east, 
Eburu crater to the south and the Mau escarpment to the west. Three major rivers, the Njoro, Makalia and Enderit drain 
into the lake, together with treated water from the town's sewage works and the outflow from several springs along the 
shore. Lake Nakuru was first gazetted as a bird sanctuary in 1960 and upgraded to National Park status in 1968. A 
northern extension was added to the park in 1974 and the lake was designated as a Ramsar site in 1990. The foundation 
of the parks food chains is the cyanophyte spirulina platensis is which can support huge numbers of lesser flamingo.  
 

  
 
 
Day 9-11:  MASAI MARA  
Our next destination will be the Masai Mara. While in the Mara, you will enjoy very early morning and evening game 
drives. One of these days, carrying a picnic lunch, you will head for a full day game drive in the reserve. This is the time 
of year when the great Serengeti herd of wildebeest numbering as many as one million animals, tends to concentrate on 
the rich grasslands of the Mara. Predators like lions, cheetah, hyenas and jackals are abundant and you will always be on 
the lookout for a kill. Weather and skies should be excellent for photography of what many people agree is the greatest 
large mammal wildlife spectacle on Earth. (3B, 3L, 3D)  
 
MASAI MARA NATIONAL RESERVE. 
The Masai Mara is considered by many to be one of Kenya's finest game reserves. The rolling grasslands offer ideal 
game viewing and photographic opportunities and rocky outcrops, which are favourite midday resting places for lion, 
for which the Mara is famous, break the grassy plains. Some of the other animals, which can be seen in and around this 
700 square mile conservation area, include elephant, black rhino, buffalo, leopard, cheetah, wildebeest, zebra, and 
gazelle. Hippo and crocodile abound in the muddy brown waters of the rivers, which traverse this Reserve. One of the 
Mara's main attractions each year is the astonishing spectacle of the annual migration of up to two million wildebeest, 



 

thousands of zebra and an escort of carnivores from the Serengeti plains, following the rains and succulent new grass. A 
costly trek as many of the lame, laggard and sick will fall prey to the ravening pack of predators and many more will die 
in the swirling flood waters trying to cross the Mara River. Once the rains have ended and the grass begins to wither the 
wildebeest turn south and head back to the Serengeti and beyond. The reserve with an area of 1510 km2 forms the 
northern part of the Serengeti-Mara ecosystem and is famous for vast assemblages and migration of plains game and 
their associated predators. The park’s southern boundary is contiguous with Tanzania's Serengeti National park. 
 

 
 
Note: For those who would like to do a hot air balloon ride, we can arrange an extra day for this or have the ride on the 
second day in the Mara and then join the rest of the group for the full day in the reserve. Should one wish to have an 
extra day, we would arrange for the flight back to Nairobi after the balloon ride, on a mid-morning flight. Upon arrival 
in Nairobi, you will be transfered to the city hotel for a day room and evening transfer to the airport for homebound 
flight. 
 
Day 12: ARUSHA, TANZANIA 
After breakfast, we will have a game drive enroute to the flight back to Nairobi and transfer to our flight or road trip to 
Tanzania. Overnight in Arusha. (B,L,D).  
 
Day 13-14: NGORONGORO CRATER 
From Arusha, we will drive/ fly to the Ngorongoro conservation area. During our stay in this area, we will be staying at 
the Ngorongoro Serena Lodge. (2B, 2L, 2D) 
 
NGORONGORO CRATER 
Ngorongoro was an active volcano some eight million years ago, whose cone collapsed leaving a crater that is now the 
second largest extinct crater in the world. Today, many describe Ngorongoro Crater as the 8th wonder of the world...the 
Eden of Africa.. Blooming in acres of dense vegetation, flowers and woodland, the Ngorongoro Crater has a spectacular 
concentration of wildlife. Being 300 sq. km in area, and 610 m deep, most of the big five can be seen - elephant, rhino, 



 

lion, leopard and buffalo. Others include wildebeest, eland, antelope, dik dik, zebra, gazelle, hyena, jackal, and a large 
variety of bird life including thousands of flamingoes. 
 
Day 15: ARUSHA/ NAIROBI-ARUSHA 
From the crater we will transfer to the airport for your connection homebound flight via KIA or JKIA. (B) 
 

 
 
 
James Makau is a Kenyan who is committed to sharing the heritage of his nation. As a guide, teacher, and international 
lecturer, James shares his love for the natural and cultural heritage of a land that many believe is the home of the first 
modern man, and still is the home of the great wildlife herds that live on the Kenyan plains. 
     James was born into two worlds. His father was an accountant and his grandfather a "herbal doctor". He often spent 
his days as a child hunting for plants and potents with his grandfather.  
     He received his training in Nairobi at the Skyways Travel Institute and later with the American National Outdoor 
Leadership School. He is a trained mountain guide and naturalist. He has participated in treks including 50 climbs to the 
summits of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania and Mt. Kenya. He speaks English, Spanish and Swahili and has worked 
with 10 of the 42 tribes of Kenya. James has led countless excursions in Kenya and Tanzania, focusing on wildlife and 
in particular, his first love of birds. 
     He has lectured in many countries including the USA with the National Park Service. He will speak about Kenya's 
efforts to save the natural world of east Africa. 
 
 
TOUR INCLUSIONS: 

1) All airport transfers, transportation while on safari in Kenya in exclusive use of 9-seater microbus although we 
will have a maximum of 6 people per vehicle.  

2) The minivans have photographic roof hatch, sliding windows, ice chest and driven by an English-speaking safari 
Driver/Guide; 

3) Meals as specified in the itinerary; 
4) Accommodations as specified in the itinerary; 
5) All entrance fees; 
6) Flying Doctors’ Insurance, within a radius of 1000 kms from the Wilson Airport in Nairobi (includes one free 

medical emergency air ambulance evacuation to the nearest medical center. It, however, does not cover any 
medical bills). 

 
TOUR EXCLUSIONS: 

1) Tips to safari Driver/Guides; 
2) Meals outside of those specified in the itinerary; 
3) Passport and visa fees; 
4) All items of a personal nature such as laundry, telephone calls, drinks, etc. 


